God bless you all this holiday season!  Bob and Erika Jensen, 9010 Village Drive, San Antonio, TX  78217.  Phone:  210-653-5055, Fax:  210-736-7347, email:  rjensen@trinity.edu  


Visit Our Web Site:  http://www.trinity.edu/~rjensen


Happy1996 Holiday season





	Erika and I have had another terrific year highlighted by two weddings and three new grandchildren.  Chuck and Lisl were married in Maine in January.  It was a November wedding in the California wine country for  David and Cindy.  The added attraction was five-year-old Isaiah who came to David in a package deal with his mom (Cindy).  It wonderful to meet both sets of Isaiah’s grandparents at the wedding along with the friends and family.  David and Cindy continue to live north of San Francisco in Petaluma. 





	There were two infant sons added to our grandchild XMAS list.  Big (over 10 lbs) Michael Jr. was born to Mike and Rene in California;  Charles Jensen Moody weighed in at over 9.5 lbs for Lisl and Chuck in Maine just before XMAS.  Erika is constantly at her sewing machine making things for our seven grandchildren to date.  We also feel like we have a new Grandma.  Erika’s mother moved to San Antonio from Milwaukee in November.  Erika has been working night and day to help Maria settle into her new apartment about four blocks from our house.





	On a sad note, my mother (Irene) had a bad spell in August soon after we had a nice visit in Iowa.  After a number of weeks in two hospitals, she had to be transferred to the Good Samaritan Care Center in Algona.  Her mind is sharp but the body’s weak.  We intend to have dinner with her in the Care Center on Christmas Day.  To top matters off, my father (Vernon) had to deal with the aftermath of a house fire in September.  Happily, the house survived.  However, all the insulation had to be replaced, and there were all types of cleaning and repairs needed to the tune of $18,000 in insurance payments.





	My typically heavy travel schedule included 30 multimedia presentations for professors at campuses all around the U.S. in 1996 (see Document 1 of my Web Site).  Erika accompanied me on many of my trips, especially when we were near grandchildren and the Jensen family reunion in Iowa (Dick and Cec did a good job hosting the reunion).  Maria and Mike built a new house beside a lake in Juneau, Wisconsin.  Their Michelle is now four years old , and her brother Jonathan is two.  We visited Juneau in August, and then Maria and Michelle spent a few days with us at a convention in Chicago.  Erika had two trips to California to visit with Mike and Rene (and Jenavieve and baby Michael).  Needless to say, Granny was thrilled in November when she had five of her grandbabies at her side all at the same time in November. 





	It has been too long since we visited Maine for Lisl’s wedding in January, but we will visit Maine in May of 1997.  Lisl was married to Chuck Moody, a professor of microbiology at the University of Maine.  Lisl completed her internship and is a fully licensed medical technologist.  She now works part-time at Eastern Maine Medical Center (EMMC) while being a full-time mother.  Hilary is now five years old --- hard to believe how time flies.





	Our one remaining free spirit is doing well.  Marshall still works at EMMC , but his first love is the ballet.  He has a leading role in the Nutcracker once again this holiday season.  Last spring he was in various performances.  Every family needs one free spirit.





�


	The scenic adventure this year was our two weeks in Alaska courtesy of Tom Robinson at the University of Alaska in Fairbanks.  Bob did presentations at the campuses in Anchorage and Fairbanks.  We stayed in some lovely B&Bs as well as some luxury hotels.  The weather was lousy in the mountains in Denali Park and beautiful for our riverboat cruise in Fairbanks and our glacier cruise in Prince William Sound.  Mostly it was wonderful weather and a badly needed R&R that tore Erika away from her sewing (and her paint brushes, shovels, bench saw, scroll saw, etc.) and Bob away from his computers.  We also made some nice new friends (merry XMAS to Dale and Jean Yoder).
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Bob and Erika Jensen
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A Wedding in Maine











